




agreeing with Axelsson, believe to be his penetrating analysis of the 
dynamics of social interaction. Many critics simply register this 
concern without really appreciating its importance. 

One thing which I miss in Axelsson's book is a placing of Haw- 
thorne in the context of American intellectual and literary history. 
One might point out the contrast between Hawthorne and the 
transcendentalist cult of the self-reliant individual that was estab- 
lished by Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman and their followers. Their 
ideal of the self-reliant man, which, incidentally, was wholly in 
keeping with the reigning social and economic ethic of the time, is 
subjected to piercing criticism in Hawthorne's work and in that of 
Melville, too. Both Ethan Brand and Captain Ahab can be seen as 
demonic caricatures of the Emersonian ideal image of man. The 
belief in individualism has always been a cornerstone in American 
social thinking, and there is a strong tradition in American litera- 
ture, from Whitman to Jack Kerouac, that has upheld the cult of the 
self. Books like Axelsson's emphasize another tradition, the belief in 
community as the basis for any viable society, and show how a 
writer like Hawthorne explored the menacing forms unfettered 
individualism was apt to assume. However, Axelsson himself has 
left out any analysis of Hawthorne's relation to his society and his 
contemporaries and has treated the isolation-interdependence 
theme in a manner which in itself is somewhat 'isolated' from its 
natural context. 
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ook Notes 
Anna Katona, ed., Hungarian Studies in English, 8 (1974). Publications of the 
English Department of the L. Kossuth University, Debrecen, Hungary. 106 pp. 

Many European publications that include significant material on American 
Studies remain unknown to scholars and teachers in the field even though they as 
a rule find their way to university libraries. In recent volumes Hungarian Studies 
in  Englislz has for instance published many articles on various aspects of Hun- 
garian-American relations which, beside their intrinsic interest, may also serve to 
remind scholars in other European countries of the large amount of work that 
remains to be done in cross-cultural and comparative studies both for Europe as 
a whole and for individual European countries. 

The current volume of Hungarian Studies in  English also includes articles on 
Eliot and Vonnegut and a bibliography of the work of Professor LAszl6 OrszAgh, 
one of the pioneers of American Studies in Europe. 




