
European Association for American St~dies 
A Gentiernen's Club ora Scholar's Organization? 

It is well-known that interest in the 
USA has grown during the post-war 
years. This has been most noticeable 
in the. coverage of American Society 
by the mass media but even on a 
more popular-scientific plane. an 
increased interest in America can be 
observed. Without a doubt reseårch 
has also shown an increased interest 
in a more systematic analysis of the 
different aspects of the development 
of American society. Because of the 
wide scope of the subject matter 
researchers involved in the field of 
American Studies are located at uni
versities throughout Europe and the 
need for contact and an exchange of 
information has become necessary. 
Traditionally, this problem has been 
solved by the organization of inter
national conferences. In this special 
case it has also been possibIe to 
exchange ideas and research results 
by visiting the USA and its research 
milieu. It is of course worthwhile to 
organize all of these contact possi
bilities on a more permanent basis. 
This has also occurred through the 
European Association for American 
Studies and through different national 
organizations of the same type as 
NAAS. We who are involved in 
these organizations have reason to 
question whether or not these orga
nizations fulfill the expectations placed 
on them concerning contacts in re
search and·educational areas. 

"'\.quick look at the above mentioned 

organizations reveals that they are 
cofi!.pletely suppprted and controlled 
by olderly established researchers 
and promine,nt university scholars. 
Their mean age is quite high. Such 
organizations. -. automatically- create 
contactproblems with youn"ger re
searchers with the re sult that the most 
interesting research in the future will 
in only a very small way be reflected 
in the organizations' conferences, 
periodicaIs, etc. This situation is 
even more serious in an area such 
as American Studies where the nu
merous types of research are influ
enced by different political opinions. 
It should, therefore, not sur prise any
one that so litde critical research is 
or will be reflected in for exam pIe 
the European Association's activities. 
It is hardly any exaggeration to say 
that because of. this the younger uni
versity scholars feel alienated and 
fairly indifferent toward EAAS's ac
tivities. The possibility of influencing 
these organizations scarcely ex'ists for 
their executive committees are selected 
through cooptation. 

It would not be completely fair 
to direct an isolated criticism against 
organizations within the field of Amer
ican Studies. The ab ove mentioned 
tendencies concerning international 
conferences and the exchange of re
search results can also be observed 
in many othe.r subject areas. But this 
is no defense .for why these or:gani
zations function as they do. We must 



now actively work to make use of 
those possibilities which exist to bring 
about an effective exchange of re
search results on an international 
level and to develop a contact between 
the older and younger researchers 
and between university scholars and 
school teachers. 

If these formal organizations can 
function in this way it would be ex
cellent. On the other hand if they 
are unable to do so, maybe there 
are no reasons to keep them alive' 
with artificial respiration. 

This issue of our journal is devoted 
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to the research debate concerning 
the role of the transport sector during 
the period of mass emigration to the 
USA and Canada. Kristian Hvidt has 
earlier presented research results on 
this subject in his dissertation Flugten 
til Amerika eller Drivkræfter 'i masse
udvandringen fra Danmark 1868-
1914 (Escape to America or Mass 
Emigration from Denmark 1868-
1914). Berit Brattne has recently de
fended adissertation in Uppsala on 
the activitie's of emigrant agents during 
the 1880s. 

Sune Akerman 

Mass Emigration 
from Denmark to 
the United States 1868-1914 
by Kristian Hvidt 

I. International aspects of mass emigration 

Migration of population forms an essential part of the history of man
kind. Most of the great cultures in the world arose af ter periods with 
great mobility that brought different tribes and peoples together. These 
ethnic 'melting pots' produced new civilizations in different areas. 
The greatest melting pot in modern times is N orth America where more 
than 50 million emigrants from other parts of the world met and 
formed a new world. The study of human migration through time is 
therefore an important field of research. 

The present article examines a detail in the mass emigration, the 
Danish emigration before 1914, in the context of the large r patterns of 
European migration and analyzes the motive forces of that emigration 
by comparison with migration from,other countries, especiaIly from 
the rest of Scandinavia. The tool for thi s analysis is a statisticai mate
rial built up by computer-processing of personal dates of 172 000 Da
nish emigrants leaving for overseas countries within the years 1868-
1900. The basic material is drawn from the preserved registers of the 
Copenhagen police authorities stating the content of contracts made 
up between the individual emigrant and the shipping line agents in 
Copenhagen. AIso included in the material is information on 7 000 
Mormons and 6 500 Danish emigrants from the northern part of Schles
wig conquered by Germany in 1864. 

According to the official statistics the number of Danish overse as emi
grants leaving in the period 1868-1914 was 287014. For the period 
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