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Abstract: The arlicle discusses the academic and cultural relationships be/ween Swe­
den and the U.S in the early 20'h century. It focuses on !he activiJies of two key institu­
tions, the Sweden-America Foundation in Stockholm and the American-Scandinavian 
Foundation in New York. Both foundations were established in the second decade of 
rhe 20'" century and sought to promote educarional and rnltural exchanges and con­
tacts be/ween. Sweden and the United State.~. 

Although the foundations had similar goals, the reasons behind their establish­
ment were quite different. The American foundation had one root in the development 
of Scandinavian-American ethnic communities. AnothP.r .mun:e of origin r:an he tr(fr:ed 
to a growing interest in. medieval England, Old English, and Anglo-Saxon. in American 
universities, in which Scandinavia came ro occupy a privileged position. The Swedish 
foundalion. was esrablished parrly as a result of a Swedish cultural and academic re­
orientation following World War 1, away from Germany towards the U.K. and the U.S. 

The effec1s of the work of both foundations have been. significant, both in establish­
ing close academic co111acts between Sweden and the U.S. and in creating improving 
and promoting closer cultural and political ties berween the two countries. 

Keywords: Swedish-American cultural contacts-educational exchange- American­
Scandinavian Foundation - Sweden-America Foundation - Scandinavian studies 

Educational and academic contacts play an important role in the shaping of 
relations between nations. The migration of students and researchers create 
links and channels of influence between countries, and constitute signifi-
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cant elements in the process of cultural and social transfers. These links are 
often strong and long lasting, and operate both on individual and collective 
levels. This article sees the Swedish-American exchange of knowledge as 
a part of a larger ongoing study of cultural relations between Sweden and 
the l Jnited States in the 201h century and explores the ways in which the 
countries have reacted to each other culturally. 

The role of the United States in the world is a topic which has been 
discussed in a multitude of ways ever since 1776. Clearly, the world of 
scholarship and higher education is a very important aspect of the American 
impact on the rest of the world, and it is a part of that d imension of Ameri­
can power and influence that Joseph Nye has labeled soft power. 1 Given the 
fact that the U.S. is still the most popular choice of destination for students 
who seek to go abroad for higher education, with close to 600,000 foreign 
students enrolled in American uni versities and colleges in 2007,2 it seems 
safe to say that even though the standing of the United States has declined 
in many parts of the world since 2002, this is an ele ment of American soci­
ety which still resonates around the globe. 

Two institutions have played an important role in the academic and cul­
tural relationships between Sweden and the U.S in the 2Q1h century, namely 
the American-Scandinavian Foundation (ASF, based in New York) and the 
Sweden- America Foundation (SAS, based in Stockholm). They form the 
basis for this article which examines their origins and activities with an 
emphasis on the first three decades of the organi zations' histories. First, the 
reasons behind the creation of the foundations will be discussed. Why were 
they established? What role did the specifi c national and cultural contexts 
play? Secondly, the effects of the work of the Foundations on both Sweden 
and the United States will be addressed. This analysis will be more tenta­
tive, as I will return to it in greater length at a later point in future research. 
Even so, some hypotheses and preliminary results will be presented. 

ii 
The Foundations were both established in the second decade of the 2011' cen­
tury, largely as a result of private initiatives. The American-Scandinavian 

I Joseph Nye, S<!ft Po we1: '/'he Means 10 Success i11 World Politics (New York, 2004). 

2 lnstitute of International Education, Open Doors 2007 (New York, 2007), available at hup://opendoors. 

iienetwork.org/'!p= l 13743. 
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Foundation was incorporated in 19] 1. One of the moving forces behind 
the Foundation was the Danish-born industrialist and philanthropist Niels 
Poulsen, who at an early age had emigrated to the U.S. A self-made man , 
Poulsen eventually became the owner of the Hecla Iron Works in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., whi ch was one of the most important manufacturers of architectural 
and ornamental iron and bronze in the United States during the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. In 1909 Poulsen had provided scholarship funds 
for Danish students to study at the Carnegie Technical School in Pittsburgh; 
in 1910 he established a trust fund of $100,000 , and upon his death in J 9 11 
the bulk of his estate was added to the endowment and the Foundation was 
incorporated. 3 

Its mission was formulated as encouraging cultural understanding be­
tween the United States and Scandinavia and promoting educational ex­
change between the respective countries. From the very beginning, theASF 
sought contacts in Scandinavia, and national committees in Denmark, Nor­
way, and Sweden were established to nominate candidates for the American 
fellowships. These committees were initially appointed through the Fore ign 
Offices of the respective countries and represented an academic and cul­
tural elite.4 In the case of Sweden, the head of the first committee was the 
director of the National Museum of Art. 

The SAS was established eight years later, in 191 9. Its main mission was 
to further develop academic contacts and exchanges between Sweden and 
the United States, but also to promote understanding between the two coun­
ties on a more general level. The ASF played an important role in the estab­
lishment of the SAS, as the American foundation actively sought partners 
of co-operation in Scandinavia. Henry Goddard Leach, the leading force 
in the ASF for many decades, was also present at the organizational meet­
ing of the SAS at the Grand Hotel in Stockholm.5 The founders included a 
group of Swedish industrialists, academics, and shapers of public opinion. 
Let us first examine the reasons behind the launching of the Foundations. 

An examination of the early founders and activists of the ASF uncovers 

3 Much of the infonnation for the early history of the ASF is based in Erik J. Friis, Tlie i\111erica11-Sca11dina­
via11 Fo1111datio11 1910-1960. A Brief f-listory (New York, 1961) and on the Foundation's A1111 11a/ Reports, 
published in New York from I 9 I 2. 

4 For the relationship between the ASF and Norway, see Norge-Amerika Fondet, Fem og tyve drs utveksli11g 
av stipendiater 111elle111 Norge og i\merika (Oslo, 1939). 

5 For a general history, see Dag Blanck, Sverige-Amerika srifte/sen 1919-1989. Defor.vta .1j111tio <lre11 (Stock­

holm 1989). 
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two groups of people, namely those connected with the Scandinavian-Amer­
ican ethn ic communities and those who did not have any ethnic relations to 
Scandinavian countries, but who showed a strong interest in Scandinavian 
languages, culture, and history. The first group, individuals of Scandinavian 
ethnic background who were engaged in the Foundation's work, came from 
both the business world and the academic world . Niels Poulsen represented 
the former and made significant financial contributions to the Foundation. 
Others were Scandinavian-American academics, often teaching Scandina­
vian studies in one of the Scandinavian-American colleges or at an Ameri­
can state university. Examples of the latter include Norwegian-born Gisle 
Bothne, eventually head of the Scandinavian department of the University 
of Minnesota (1907-1929), and Danish-born William Hovgaard, professor 
of Naval architecture at M.I.T.6 

Persons of non-Scandinavian background but with an interest in Scan­
dinavia also played an important role. In fact, many of the early leaders 
within the ASF were persons without any direct ethnic ties to Scandinavia. 
Early examples include William Henry Schofield, professor of comparative 
literature at Harvard, who eventually donated a library to the Foundation, 
and perhaps most notably Henry Goddard Leach who served in different 
capacities of leadership as general secretary, editor, president, chair, etc. 
from 1912 to 195 I. Of old New England background, he was a graduate of 
Princeton who later entered Harvard as a graduate student in medieval lan­
guages and literature. There, his mentor became William Henry Schofield 
with whom he studied Old Norse. His dissertation dealt with literary rela­
tions between Scandinavia and England in the 13th century. Upon gradua­
tion he traveled extensively in Scandinavia, vis iting libraries and archives. 
He also encountered modern Scandinavian lite rature, met with Bj¢rnstjerne 
Bj¢rnson in Norway, Otto Jespersen, Georg Brandes, and Henrik Pontop­
pidan in Denmark, and other leading names in Sweden.7 

The Foundation's Scandinavian-American context was one in which large 
numbers of Scandinavian immigrants had been coming to the U.S . for well 
over half a century. Substantial Scandinavian-American communities had 
been established in the U.S., and by the time the ASP was established, large 
parts of the immigrants and their children were on their way toward integra-

6 F1iis, pp. 19-28. 
7 On Leach, see, James Creese, "Henry Goddard Leach" in Carl F. Bayerschmidt and Erik J. Friis, eds, 

Scandi11avia11 Studies. Essays Presented to Di: Hem)' Goddard leach (Seattle, 1965). 
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tion into American society. This process was of course uneven and took place 
in different social arenas. Entering the academic world was one important 
such means, one that has not really been discussed by previous scholarship. 

As the Scandinavian-American irrunigrant communities came of age, they 
used what we can ca 11 the process of academization as a way to enter American 
society. In states w ith large Scandinavian-American population groups, they 
acted as pressure groups in establishing Scandinavian studies in the state uni­
versities. Jn Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Washington, special laws were passed 
by the state legislatures stipulating that the state universities should establish 
professorships in the Scandinavian languages.8 Many of the early professors 
of Scandinavian studies in Ame1ican universities were also of Scandinavian 
extraction, such as George Flom (Illinois), Gisle Bothne, A.A. Stomberg 
(Mim1esota), and Sverre Arestad and Walter Johnson (Washington). These 
Scandinavian Americans were able to put their ethnic background, in the form 
of linguistic and cultural competencies, to use in American universities. 

Scandinavian Americans also formed their own educational institutions, 
where the study of the ancestral cultures played an important role. These 
colleges often became explicit sources for identity formation among Scandi­
navian Americans, and the Scandinavian studies progran1s played an impor­
tant role in these processes.9 The significance of the Scandinavian-American 
academics is also evident in the early history of the professional association 
for American Scandinavianists, the Society for the Advancement of Scan­
dinavian Study (SASS), which was formed in 1911. An examination of the 
70 charter members shows the influence of the ethnic factor, including such 
leading Scandinavian-American academics as Ole Rolvaag (St. Olaf Col­
lege), Jules Mauritzson (Augustana College), Jospeh Alexis (University of 
Nebraska), Gisla Bothne (Minnesota), and David Nyvall (Washington) .10 

In that roster of persons, we also find a number of Americans without any 
Scandinavian ethnic ties. Included here are persons such as Lee Hollander 
(Wisconsin), Henry Goodard Leach (ASF), Schofield (Harvard), and A.M. 
Sturtevant (Kansas). This latter group provides another important context 

8 Larry B. Scott, "Passing the Torch: Scandinavian Studies in the United Stales," in Philip Anderson et al. , 

Sca11di11avia11 Immigrants and Education in North America (Chicago, 1995) 161-62; Esther Chilstrom 
Meixner, The Teaching of the Scandinavian Languages and literatures in the United States (Philadelphia, 

1941), p. 57. 
9 See Dag B lanck, 711e Creation of a11 Ethnic lde111ity, Being Swedish American i11 the Augustana Synod, 

1860-1917 (Carbondale, Jllino is, 2006) eh. 4, for an in depth analysis of the ro le of Augustana College. 

10 Scott, p. 165. 
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for the establishment of the ASF, namely a general American interest in 
Scandinavia and Scandinavian culture that was very much focused on lan­
guages and philology. 

This interest can be observed in several American universities. In 1868-69, 
Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, started a Scandinavian studies pro­
gram. A very strong element in this program was Icelandic/old Norse un­
der the leadership of Willard Fiske. Fiske had a deep interest in Icelandic, to 
which the Fiske Icelandic collection at Cornell is a testimony. "Courses in Old 
Norse, The Icelandic Sagas and Old Norse Literature have been offered al­
most continuously since their introduction at Cornell," wrote Esther Chilstrom 
Meixner in her 1941 study of the teaching of Scandinavian language in the 
U.S. 11 Parallel situations with Old Norse playing an important role in the early 
Ametican Scandinavian studies programs can be found at other universities 
as well, such as the Universities of Illinois, Iowa, and Minnesota. 12 Although 
the study of Old Norse may be in some decline today, it is safe to say that the 
subject has enjoyed a long history in U.S. universities and played ao impor­
tant role in the establishment of Scandinavian studies there. 13 

Why did this interest in Old Norse and medieval Scandinavia develop 
in the United States and in American uni versities around the turn of the 
century 1900? One explanation has to do with a parallel academic interest 
in medieval England, its language and literature and in Old English and in 
Anglo-Saxon in both American and British universities. Scandinavia and 
especially the literature and language associated with the Viking era at­
tracted a great deal of attention as linguists and historians sought to identify 
and describe English historical and linguistic roots. In many cases, these 
interests led to philology, Iceland, and to Old Norse, with Beowulf playing 
a particularly important role. 14 

11 Chilstrom Meixner, p. 45. 

12 James M. McGlathery, German and Scandinavian at lllinois: A History (Urbana, Illinois, 1990); Catalogs 
from the Universities of Iowa and Minnesota 1900- 1930, preserved in the university archives in Iowa City, 
Iowa, and Minneapolis. 

13 Henrik Williams, "Framtidens fornnordiska filologi. Etymologisk exempelsamling eller littcraturteoretisk 
lckstuga?", in Kristinn J6hanncsson ct al ., eds, Denfonmordiska texten ifilologisk och litrerntt1111ete11skap­
lig bely.ming (Goteborg, 2000), pp. 12- 13. 

14 Allen J. Frantzen, Desire for Origins. New language, Old Englislr, and Teaching the Tradition (New 

Brunswick, N.J, 1990), pp. 74-83; Rober! E. Bjork, "Nineteenth Century Scandinavia and the Birth of 

Anglo-Saxon Studies," in Allen J . Frantzen & John D. Niles, eds, A11glo-Saxonis111 & rhe Constmction of 
Social ldemity (Gainesville, Fla., 1997); Andrew Wawn, The Vikings and the Victorians. /11 ve11ti11g the Old 
North in Ninetee11th-Cellllll)' Britain (Cambridge, 2000). 
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Changing patterns of immigration in the United States at the turn of the 
century 1900 provide another (but non-academic) explanation for the inter­
est in Scandinavia and Scandinavian culture. The coming of large num­
bers of Southern and Eastern European immigrants towards the end of the 
19111 century created growing concerns about the greater ethnic variety of 
the American people and an increase in nativism and calls for immigration 
restriction. 15 An increasingly racialized language developed, in which the 
Scandinavians were gradually becoming a part of the Anglo-Saxon group, 
which by many old-stock Americans was also perceived to be the "original" 
American cultural group. 16 In this way a link between Scandinavian and 
English culture was established, which is well expressed in a letter from 
1858 by Howard Crosby, professor of Greek at the University of the City of 
New York- today New York University-where he argued that the study of 
Scandinavian literature was needed in order "to render more complete the 
examination of the roots of our race."17 

Scandinavian Americans themselves also played a role here. In an article 
from 1915, published in the American Scandinavian Review, the journal 
published by theASF, William Hovgaard ofM.I.T and an early leader in the 
ASF wrote on the topic of "The American Scandinavian Movement." He ar­
gued that the Scandinavian peoples were especially close to the Americans, 
and that there were "their inherent similar qualities and characteristics" that 
tied them together. In his conclusion, the racialized language of the time is 
clear, as he argued that "Scandinavian peoples are as a race closely related 
to the Anglo Saxons and through these to the United States." 18 Hovgaard's 
article is a part of the larger construction of Scandinavian-American his­
tories that took place in the late 191

" century, which sought to both estab­
lish an early presence for Scandinavian immigrants in the U.S. and to link 
them to American colonial history. For Norwegians and Swedes, the Viking 
journeys to North America and the supposed Norse establishment there, 
and for the Swedes the 1638-1655 New Sweden colony on the Delaware 

15 John Higham, Strangers in 1lre Land. Pa1tems of American Nmivism. 1860-1925. (New Brunswick, N.J., 

1955). 
16 Reginald Horsman, Race and Ma11ifes1 Des1i11y. Tire Origins of American Racial A11glo-Saxo11is111 , (Cam­

bridge, MA, 198 1 ); Matthew Frye Jacobson, Wlrite11ess of a Differelll Color. E11ropea11 lm111igrants a11d tire 
Alchemy of Race (Cambridge, MA, 1998). 

17 Quoted after Chilstrom Meixner, p. 42. 
18 William Hovgaard, "The American Scandinavian Movement," American Sca11di11avian Review, March 

19 15. 
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River became important building blocks in the making of this history, as the 
Scandinavian Americans sought to argue that, unlike the immigrants pour­
ing in from southern and eastern Europe, they were particularly well suited 
for membership in the American republic. 19 Scandinavia and Scandinavians 
were thus being embraced by old-stock Americans and in the increasingly 
polarized American ethnic landscape, the academic interest in Scandinavia 
in this way helped by placing the group in a privileged position. 

Let us now turn our attention to the 01igins of the Sweden-America 
Foundation. Its establishment must be seen as a part of a Swedish cultural, 
social , and academic reorientation after World War I. Sweden's previous 
strong relations and ties with Germany were weakened after World War 
I and were now being replaced with an orientation towards Anglo-Saxon 
countries, both Great Britain and the United States.20 A general sense of 
the need for rejuvenation from America after the disastrous war existed. 
In 1939, when the Foundation celebrated its twentieth anniversary, J. Sig­
frid Edstrom, the chair of the Board of Directors, looked back to 1919. As 
a result of the war, Edstrom argued, Sweden had seen European culture 
"weaken" and it was thus "only natural" to turn toward " the young an vig­
orous nation on the other side of the Atlantic" with its "rich spiritua1 and 
technological growth."21 

The specific expe1iences of the war also left many Swedish politicians and 
opinion makers with the keen sense that Sweden needed to improve its rela­
tions with and image in the U.S. As Steven Koblik has shown, the Swedish 
efforts during the final year of World War I to maintain its formal policy of 
neutrality while at the same time trying to negotiate trade agreements with 
Great Britain and the United States proved a difficult balancing act.22 The 
Swedish-American negotiations about the possibilities for Sweden to import 
food stuffs and grain from the U.S. in Washington in December 1917, at a 
time when the country was facing severe food shortages and there was fear 
of domestic political turmoil in Sweden, provide an illustration of these dif­
ficulties. The Swedish negotiators felt that they had been treated coolly by 

19 Blanck, 'l'l1e Creation of an Ethnic Identity, ch. 7. 

20 See Mmtin Alm, Americanitis. /\merika .rnm .1jukdom el/er /iikemedel. Svenska beriitte/ser om USA 1ire11 
1900-1939 (Lund 2002) and Gunnar Eidevall, Amerika i svensk 1900-tals/itteratur (Stockholm, 1983) for 

general overviews of Swedish-American cultural relations. 

21 "Aterblick: 1919-1939", Sverige-Amerik:a Stiftelsen, Arsberiittelse 1938 (Stockholm, 1939), p. 3. 

22 Steven Koblik, Sweden- The Neutral Victor. Sweden and the Western Powers 1917-1918. A Study of Ang/o­

American-Swedish Relations (Lund, 1972). 
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the Americans, who thought that Sweden's pol icy of neutrality had benefited 
Germany. One of the chief delegates in Washington, Axel Robert Nordvall, 
who significantly enough would become one of the leading names in the 
Sweden-America Foundation, claimed that "much misinformation has been 
published in the press and generally believed by the public, under the gen­
eral subject of 'Sweden is Feeding Germany. '"23 The low Swedish standing 
in American public opinion was also taken seriously by the Foreign Office 
in Stockholm, and, according to Allan Kastrup, a series of discussions were 
begun regarding ways in which it could be improved.24 

Those who attended the founding of the SAS at the Grand Hotel in 
Stockholm on June 2, 1919, and became members of its first Board came 
from leading positions in academic, political, industrial, and cultural life 
in Sweden and shared thi s sense of urgency to increase and strengthen ties 
with the U.S. Among the academics were two Nobel Laureates, the physi­
cist and chemist Svante Arrhenius and the chemist The Svedberg. The in­
dustrialists included J. Sigfrid Edstrom of ASEA, Axel Robert Nordvall of 
AGA, and Axel Ax:son Johnson. The politicians included the liberal Ivan 
Bratt and the social democrat leader Hjalmar Branting, whereas cultural 
life was represented by the author and Nobel Laureate Selma Lagerlof, the 
publicist Torgny Segerstedt, and the Archbishop Nathan SOderblom. The 
war had clearly shown that the U.S . was becoming an increasingly more 
powerful and important country. It was, said Soderblom, about to "become 
the most important nation in the world ," and it was especiall y important to 
have close ties to it for those " men and women who soon will shoulder the 
responsibi lity for our society."25 

Apmt from these political or cultural reasons for a re01ientation towards 
the U.S., there were also clear academic benefits. In 1923 the chair of the 
board of the SAS, Svante Arrhenius, explained that the Foundation's em­
phasis should be within technology, business, and natural sciences, areas in 
which the U.S. was perceived as paiticularly strong.26 America after World 
War I entered the world scene as a country that was driving technological 

23 Axel Robert Nonlvall, "Sweden's Food Supply," Annals of1/1e Amerirnn Academy of Political and Social 
Science, Vol. 74, November, 1917, p. 62. 

24 Allan Kastrup, Med Sverilie i Amerika. Opi11ioner, slii11111i11gar oc/1 11pplys11i11gsarbete (Malmo, 1985), pp. 

30-3 1. 
25 Sverige-Amerika Stiftelsen, Sverige-Amerika Stiftelse11sj11bileu111sskrift 1919-1929 (Stockhol m 1929), p. 

22. 
26 Blanck, Sverige-Amerika Srijrelsen, p. 30. 
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change, and with very strong connotations to modernity. "I have been to 
America, and I have seen the future" was a common way of describing an 
encounter with the country. For many years the Sweden-America Founda­
tion was the main vehicle for Swedes who sought such an encounter. 

iii 
The second question to be examined deals with the effects of these educa­
tional and cultural exchanges on both Sweden and United States. For Swe­
den, the American academic world was relatively unknown in 1919. The 
possibilities offered by the ASF and the SAS opened up new academic op­
portunities for Swedes and Swedish scholarship. As Andreas Melldahl has 
shown, the subjects that attracted Swedish attention in American univer­
sities and colleges among the Sweden-America Foundation fellows have 
changed during the twentieth century. During the pre- World War II era en­
gineering, medicine, the social sciences, and agriculture were particularly 
important, whereas the natural sciences and the humanities became more 
pronounced during the post World War II period.27 The significance for the 
Swedish academic world of these American experiences has only been par­
tially studied and will be the focus of more work within the overall project. 
Some observations will, however, point out the direction for further work. 

Clearly, the American powerful uni versity structure itself, which Swed­
ish anthropologist Ulf Hannerz, himself a part of the trans-Atlantic ex­
change of knowledge, has described as "a scholarly industry, not likely to 
be matched in any other national academia,"28 has played a large role and 
left significant imprints on many visiting Swedes. The Nobel Prize Laure­
ate in Economics Bertil Ohlin observed about his years in the American 
universities in the 1920s that "[t]he American universities are strongholds 
for education and research in a sense that a European hardly can imagine 
before he visits them,"29 and another economist writing about the situation 
fifty years later concluded that "the lavishness and splendor of American 

27 Andreas Melldahl, Viislerled fur och re/111: Del I: Utbild11i11g och ekonomi. En ekonomhistorisk studie av 
Sverige-Amerika Stifle/sens .1·tipendieverksa111her 19 19-2006. (Uppsala, 2008), pp. 19-23. Available as 
PDF file al www.skcp tron.uu.sc/broady/scc/sec-44.pc.lf 

28 Ulf Hannerz, "American Culture : Creolized, Creolizing" in Erik Asard, ed., American Culrure: Creolized, 
Creolizing and other lecturesjrom the NAAS Bie11 11ial Co11fere11ce in Uppsala May 28-31, 1987 (Uppsala, 

1988), p. 24. 

29 Berti I Ohlin, Berri/ Olili11s 111emoare1: Ung man blir politiker (Stockholm, 1972), p. 87. 
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universities are almost staggering in comparison with continental or Scandi ­
navian institutions."30 A survey of Swedish natural scientists and engineers 
with permanent positions in U.S. uni versities from the late 1960s showed 
that oppmtunities for continued research and permanent employment were 
the dominant motivations behind their move to the U.S.31 

It is, however, already poss ible to see that both indiv.idual disciplines and 
areas of study in Sweden were affected by impulses and ideas brought back 
from the United States. Engineering and technology have already been 
mentioned as important fi elds. Med icine is another area where American 
influences have been noticeable, and the first generation of Swedish an­
esthesiologists was trained almost enti rely in the United States.32 Similar 
observations about the strong American in fluence can be made with regard 
to business administration, education, and sociology. 33 

The American sojourn also played an important role for individual fel­
lowship winners. Upon returning from a year in America, one Swedish 
scholar observed that "America does change people but in ways so subtle 
that it is hard to describe,"34 an attitude which is probably common among 
many returnees. In a study from the mid- I 950s based on travel reports by 
and interviews with SAS fellows, Franklin Scott concluded that a majority 
of Swedes returning from American universities ... considered themselves 
to have benefitted from their time in America, both personally and profes­
s ionally. Most of the students claimed that they had gained a broader out­
look on the world , that they perceived Sweden in a new light, and that they 
felt that they had matured as individuals. Some answers also suggest that 
the American experience proved profess ionally advantageous, especially 

30 Goran Ohlin, "Economics. The Interchange of Ideas between Sweden and the United States" in Allan 

Kastnip & Nils William Olsson, eds, Part11ers in Progress. II Chapter in the ll111erica11-Swedish Exchange 
of Knowledge (Minneapolis, 1977), p. 57. 

3 1 Goran Friborg, "Fortsatta studier rtirande forskarmigralionen", Nordisk Forum, 4, ( 1969); Goran Friborg, 

"Motives and Qualifications or Scientists and Engineers Emigrated from Sweden to the USA" in Friborg 

& Jan Annerstcdt, Brain Drain and Brain Gain of Sweden (Stockholm, 1972), p. 62. 

32 Franklin Scott, Tile American Experience of Swedish S111dems. Retrospect and llftermath (Minneapolis, 
1956), p. 103. It is sometimes jokingly said that there are three kinds of medical researchers in Sweden; 

those who currently are in the United States, those who have just returned, and those who are planning their 

trip 
33 See the vario11< r.ontrihutinns in Allan Kastrup & Nils William Olsson, eds, Partners in Progress. II Chap­

ter in the American-Swedish Exchange of Knowledge (Minneapolis, 1977) and Dag Blanck, "The impact 

of the American Academy in Sweden" in Erik Asard & Rolf Lunden, eds, Nerworks of America11izatio11. 
A;pects of the A111erica11 l11f/11e11ce i11 Sweden (Uppsala, 1992). 

34 Quoted in Scott, p. 96. 
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in the fields of technology, natural science, and business. Students in the 
humanities, on the other hand, seem to have had a more difficult time in 
getting concrete career results out of their American experience.35 

These results can be supported with some quantitative data. An examina­
tion of 108 Swedish Fulbright graduate student scholarship winners in the 
1960s shows that a large number of this cohort pursued successful careers 
in Sweden following their year of study. In 1977 about 40 per cent of them 
had permanent academic positions in institutions of higher learning, five 
per cent as full professors, around 20 per cent occupied managerial posi­
tions in private industry, and another 20 per cent were found in the higher 
echelons of the civi.1 service and bureaucracy.36 As noted above, these re­
sults are preliminary, but do suggest that further research of both a qualita­
tive and quantitative nature will be both necessary and fruitful for a more 
precise discussion of the American academic impact on Sweden. 

Even less is known about the reverse situation- that is, the significance 
of the fellowships in Sweden for American scholarship and scholars. Pre­
liminary works on the American fellowship wi nners from the American­
Scandinavian Foundation suggests that the majority of the American fel­
lows have come from medicine, technology, and the natural sciences, often 
working directly with colleagues in Sweden.37 No doubt the exchange of 
knowledge has gone in both directions in these fields, and one important 
issue for further work will be to examine areas in which Swedish scholar­
ship may have achieved particular prominence and thus exercised a power 
of attracti on and influence on the U.S. 

It is also clear that American academic interest in Sweden-its language, 
literature, history, and social development-has been strengthened by the 
ASF fellowship program. During the Foundation's first decade of opera­
tions, approximately a fif th of the fellowships to Sweden were awarded to 
scholars pursuing studies of Swedish language, literature, and cul ture, and 
in the 1960s, some 15 per cent of the fellows belonged to this category. 
It is interesting to note how an American academic interest in the social 
reform programs of Sweden from the mid 1930s and onwards is reflect-

35 Scott, pp. 96-109. 
36 See the register of Fulbright grantees in [Swedish Fulbright Commission] A/1111111i Directol)' 1953-1977 

(Stockholm, I 977). 

37 The following two paragraphs are based on examinations of registers of fellowships in the archives of the 

American Scandinavian Foundation, 58 Park Avenue, New York, NY. 
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ed in the fellowship programs. The 1936 publication of Marquis Child's 
bestseller Sweden- The Middle Wi:iy38 placed Sweden prominently in the 
American public and academic mind for decades to come,39 and a succes­
sion of American scholars interested in the Swedish welfare were able to 
spend time in Sweden through the ASF fellowship programs. The sustained 
ASF support for American academic study of Scandinavia in general and 
Sweden in particular was, as we have seen, present from the Foundation's 
very beginning and has continued up until the present day. Over the years, 
several of the key persons in the ASP have also played an important role as 
officers of SASS. 

Finally, the role that both the Foundations played in promoting general 
cultural exchange between Sweden and the U.S should be underscored. The 
effects of these activities went beyond the purely academic and helped in­
crease a general understanding and awareness of both countries. In 1921, 
the SAS took tbe initiative with the establishment of the American-Swed­
ish News Exchange in New York and Svensk-amerikanska nyhetsbyran in 
Stockholm. Together with the ASF and the SAS, these institutions became 
important sources of information about the respective countries, at times 
fulfilling the roles that government information agencies such as the United 
States Information Service and the Swedish Institute play today.40 World 
War II changed the activities of the Foundations, as the fellowship pro­
grams had to be halted. The Sweden America Foundation instead increased 
its informational work about the U.S., arranging lectures and "American 
weeks" throughout Sweden. In 1943, for example, the annual report noted 
that 163 lectures had been given to a total audience of more than I 0,000 
persons. The ASF also played an active role in trying to inform American 
audiences, including several U.S . government agencies, about the effects of 
the war in Scandinavia and maintained a significant Scandinavian-oriented 
library.4 1 

The Swedish policy of neutrality clearly posed a special challenge for 
both the ASP and the SAS. In 1939, the Sweden-America Foundation pro-

38 (New Have n: Yale University Press). 

39 John Logue, "The Swedish Model: Visions of Sweden in American Politics and Political Science," Swed-
is/1-A111erica11 Historical Quarterly, 50 (July 1999). 

40 Kastrup, pp. 30-37 
41 Sverige-Amcrika Stiflelsen. Arsberiitte/se 1943, (Stockholm, 1944), pp. 3-4; American-Scandinavian 

Foundation, Thirty Second Annual Report 1943 (New York, 1944), pp. 5-6. 
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posed that a "Committee for Swedish academic lectures in the U.S." should 
be established, through which especially selected Swedish lecturers would 
travel to the U.S. and " in a balanced and convincing way" provide informa­
tion about the "current conditions" in Sweden. Similarly, the Foundation 
provided its fellows in the U.S. at the time with an orientation about the 
s ituation in Sweden, so that they could provide answers to questions " they 
might rcccivc."42 In 1943, the ASP annual report spoke of the "v igorous" 
ways in which both Foundations were working in "interpreting" each oth­
ers' cultures to the benefits for both Sweden and the U.S.43 

Early on, exhibitions of different kinds also became an important dimen­
sion of this work. In 1930 , for example, the first major exhibition of Ameri­
can art and architecture ever in Sweden was on display at the Academy of 
Art in Stockholm. Opened by Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf, it became a great 
success with an estimated 10,000 visitors. Among the painters included 
were Hesselius, West, Sargent, and Whistler. Similarly, in 1931 Sweden was 
invited to participate in the annual exhibition of the Architectural League of 
New York, where 40 Swedish architects with pictures, drawings and photo­
graphs of well-known Swedish buildings were included. The Swedish part 
of this ex hibition won "great acclaim" by the experts, and was greeted with 
enthusiasm in the newspapers. Both these events were jointly organized by 
the ASP and the SAS, and, according to the annual report of the SAS, con­
firmed their status as "cultural links between America and Sweden."44 

iv 
The ASF and the SAS are two important institutions in the educationa l and 
cultural exchange between Sweden and the United States. They emerged 
out of quite different poli tical and cultural contexts. In the U.S., the interest 
in promoting increased ties with Scandinavia should be seen as a part of the 
institutionalization of Scandinavian studies in American hight:r education 
towards the end of the 19111 century, through which the academic study of 
the Scandinavian languages and cultures were taken up. It should also be 

42 Sverige-Amerika Stiflelsen, Ar.l'beriitre/se 1939, (Stockholm, 1940), p. 6. 

43 American Scandinavian Foundation, Thirty Second Annual Report 1943 (New York, 1944), p. 7. 

44 Utsttil/11i11g av a111erika11sk ko11st i Srockho/111 111ars 1930 (Stockho lm, 1930); Swedish llrchirect11ral Ex/1ibi­
rio11 in co1111ectio11 wir'1 tile 46'' A111111al Er/1ibitio11 of The llrchirec/Tiraf League of New !'<irk, 1931 (New 
York, 193 1); Svcrige-Amerika Stiftc lsen, Arsbertitte/se 1930 (Stockholm, 1931), p. 5. 
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seen in the context of growing ethnic tensions in the U.S. at the run of the 
century 1900 and of the attempts to emphasize the Anglo-Saxon origins of 
American society, in which Scandi navia came to occupy a privileged posi­
tion. The Swedish context was quite different and was largely connected 
to the beginning of a reorientation away from Germany and to a growing 
understanding of scientific and technical advances in the U.S. Both Foun­
dations did, however, find common ground in seeking to achieve their re­
spective goals through the medium of educational and academic exchange. 
In that way, education and scholarship began to play a significant role in 
the larger pattern of Swedish-American relations, a role that would grow 
increasingly important during the twentieth century. 

Especially during the period before 1945, their roles also went beyond 
the academic and scholarly realms. They became important vehicles in pro­
moting a cultural awareness of Sweden and the U.S. on the other side of the 
Atlantic. This took place through, for example, art exhibitions or through 
attempts to convey information about political developments in the respec­
ti ve countries, activities which also were consistent with the reasons behind 
their establishments. It thus seems clear that academic exchanges and con­
tacts between Sweden and the U.S. are linked to the general cultural flows 
between the two countries, and should be seen as one important dimension 
of those larger patterns of interaction. 

The effects of the work of the Foundations on Sweden and the U.S. were 
important. Although more specific research needs to be done in this area, it 
is clear that both individual scholars and certain academic fields of study in 
Sweden benefitted from and were influenced by the scholarly developments 
and circumstances in the United States. This relationship became particu­
larly strong after 1945, but its origins can be traced back to the beginning of 
the twentieth centmy. Swedish academic influences on the U.S. have been 
more I imited, but observable in certain fields. As further work on this aspect 
of the Swedish-American academic patterns of contact will be <lout, the 
picture will become both more complete and more nuanced. 

The ASF and the SAS have been two important actors in the larger pat­
terns of cultural and political contacts between Sweden and the United 
States in the twentieth century. As these networks of interaction are ana­
lyzed, it is important to underscore the role played by the world of hi gher 
education and scholarship and general cultural factors. In a world where 
hard power is often seen as the determining factor in the relationships be­
tween countries, it seems both prudent and fruitful to emphasize the signifi-
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cance of soft power, of which .the American-Scandinavian Foundation and 
the Sweden-America Foundation provide two good examples. 


