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Sigmund Skard argued in his work, American Studies Abroad, that 
American studies were justified on two grounds, which were 
combined in a nation of American "power of spiritual leadership in 
a struggling world." The progress of American studies, Skard 
wrote, was "primarily due to the simple pressure of events. Dis­
crepancy between the position of the United States in the world and 
its place in syllabuses and curricula had lang been growing; after 
1945 it proved intolerable."1 In addition to such "realism and 
enlightened self-interest in European minds," Skard's work itself 
embodies the assumption of the moral and political significance of 
America as an "inspiration to the world in the past." America had 
"its main existence" in the European mind as "a symbol of general 
tendencies in Western Civilization." The study of America was 
therefore not "a sign of cultural submissiveness," but was to be seen 
as an essential contribution "to the understanding of ourselves."2 

The sheer faet of American power was not enough to account for 
the location of American studies within the European university. 
The significance of Skard's formulation lies in his insistence that 
the faet of American power be supplemented with a positive 
addition to man's existence. 

Skard's nation of American leadership is no longer tenable. It 
carries no moral persuasion in a world that has witnessed the end­
less war crimes against a small country which, though it presented 
no military threat to the United States, delivered it a stinging 
political, moral, and military defeat. The years of political abase­
ment, following the defeat in Vietnam, demonstrated that the house 
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