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Contributors

Ingo Heidbrink is a German maritime and polar historian and Chair & Professor 
at the Department of History, Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA (USA). 
After his studies at the Universities of Hamburg and Bremen, he worked with 
various maritime museums in Germany, prior to accepting a professorship at 
ODU in 2008. He is an internationally renowned expert in fisheries / whaling 
history and economic history of the polar regions. Besides being President of 
the International Maritime History Association, he is Expert Member of the 
International Polar Heritage Commission and was for two terms guest profes-
sor at Ilisimatusarfik, the University of Greenland.

Susan B. Vanek completed her MA degree at University of Alaska Fairbanks 
and is currently a PhD Candidate in sociocultural anthropology at Binghamton 
University (State University of New York). She was Co-PI on the recently 
completed 5-year project Rockwell Kent and Early 1930s Greenland, funded 
by the US National Science Foundation, and is currently conducting research 
on infrastructural development in Greenland as part of the InfraNorth project. 
Her research interests include political economy, political ecology, the nation-
state, policy, and the history of the Arctic as a region. 

Andreas Mentrup-Womelsdorf is a PhD candidate at the Department of 
Social & Cultural Anthropology at the University of Vienna. Andreas is a 
historical anthropologist with a specific interest in the intersection of envi-
ronmental histories, histories of diplomacy, and global histories of Arctic 
colonization. In his PhD research project, Andreas focuses on the creation 
of the international boundary between Alaska and the Yukon Territory in 
relation to the establishment of salmon management along the Yukon River.
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Jette Rygaard is PhD Associate Professor Emerita from the Department of 
Language, Literature and Media at Ilisimatusarfik (University of Greenland). 
Her research interests include literature, literary theory, media studies, 
methodology, cultural studies and visual anthropology. She was Co-PI on the 
recently completed 5-year project, Rockwell Kent and Early 1930s Greenland, 
funded by the US National Science Foundation and is currently completing 
additional research on Kent.

Clara Juncker (Ph.D., Tulane University; Dr. Phil., University of Southern 
Denmark) is Associate Professor, Department for the Study of Culture at 
SDU. She has served on the Board of the European Association for American 
Studies and is currently the Danish representative in the European American 
Studies Network.  She has published widely on both sides of the Atlantic 
within the fields of 19th- and 20th-century American Literature and Culture, 
African American Studies, Transnational Studies, Southern Studies, Academic 
Writing, Gender Studies, War and Culture, and American Art. She has lectured 
at universities throughout Europe and the United States and at universities 
in Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Macau, Lebanon, and The People’s Republic of 
China. She looks forward to visiting Greenland.

Zachary Lavengood is an Area Studies PhD candidate at Charles University’s 
Institute of International Studies, where he is completing his thesis Arctic 
Partnerships: Geopolitics of the Forming Power Blocs in the Far North. His 
research focuses on Arctic and Eurasian geopolitics, world-systems analysis, 
and scenario building/foresight analysis. He can be reached at https://www.
linkedin.com/in/lavengood/ or 46827707@fsv.cuni.cz


