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Abstract: This article sets out to map the teaching of American
studies in Sweden. Since American studies is not a degree-
awarding discipline in Sweden, this is not a straightforward
task. The first part of the essay discusses American studies as
it looks at the only center of higher education in Sweden that
identifies it as a subject, the Swedish Institute for North Amer-
ican Studies at Uppsala University. In the second part we look
at the field in a broader sense, identifying courses about North
America currently available at Swedish universities and survey-
ing their subjects and topics. Together, the two parts outline
the contours of a field of teaching that, we suggest, is best de-
scribed as archipelagic. The article concludes with a discussion
of the possibilities and challenges for American studies teach-
ing in Sweden and offers some thoughts and suggestions for
the future, arguing for increased teacher and institutional co-
operation and the need to establish American studies as a de-
gree-awarding discipline.

Keywords: higher education, teaching, North American stud-
ies, area studies, Sweden



Since American studies is not an established dis-
cipline in Swedish higher education, an explora-
tion of the teaching of American studies in Swe-
den is not simply a matter of compiling a list of
existing degrees or courses offered at American
studies departments—neither of which exist in
the country. In the first part of this essay, we will
discuss American studies as it looks at the only
center of higher education in Sweden that iden-
tifies it as a subject—the Swedish Institute for
North American Studies (SINAS) at Uppsala Uni-
versity, which offers a minor in American stud-
ies. But to assume that this means that teaching
about the United States or North America can-
not be found in other places in Swedish higher
education would be a mistake. Consequently,
the second section of this essay sets out to map
the field in a broader sense, identifying courses
about North America currently available in Swe-
den. Together, the two parts outline the con-
tours of a field of teaching that, we suggest, is
best described as archipelagic, consisting of sev-
eral small actors. We end the essay with some
reflections on the possibilities and challenges
for American studies teaching in Sweden and of-
fer a few thoughts and suggestions for the fu-
ture.

The Subject of American Studies in Sweden
As early as 1946, undergraduate courses with a
partial focus on American literature have been
offered within the Faculty of Arts at Uppsala Uni-
versity. The main content of these courses, how-
ever, was focused on developing students’
broad knowledge of English language and litera-
ture through teaching oral and written language
skills, the history of the English language, and
British and American literature. By the early
1970s, content on the history of and societal
conditions in Great Britain and the United States
was slowly incorporated into the curriculum in
the form of course units or stand-alone courses
at the Department of English.
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One example was a course unit at the basic level
(first cycle entry-level) offered in the fall term of
1974 called “British and American Society and
History” as part of a survey course aimed at de-
veloping written and oral language skills in Eng-
lish, including Business English and broad
knowledge of English and American literature.’
This particular course unit surveyed non-fiction
works on the political, social, economic, and cul-
tural conditions of Great Britain and the United
States.” There were similar courses offered in
various forms from the early 1970s to the mid
1990s at the Department of English that aimed
to broaden and/or deepen students’ knowledge
of American society, covering the social, political,
economic, and historical conditions in the
United States. These were commonly offered as
one course unit within a growing number of sur-
vey courses in American literature at the depart-
ment.?

In the early 1990s, discussions began about cre-
ating a large survey course in North American
studies at UU, partially prompted by the estab-
lishment of the Swedish Institute of North Amer-
ican Studies in 1985. By the fall term of 1996,
these discussions were made reality when the
first survey course in North American studies at
the basic level (first cycle entry-level) was offered
by SINAS. The course was taught in English and
consisted of four course units: Introduction to
North American Society and Culture; American
History; American Politics; and American and Ca-
nadian Literature in the Twentieth Century.* Be-
cause of the course’s interdisciplinary character,
it was jointly financed by the Languages section
and the History, Philosophy and Arts section of
the Faculty of Arts, as well as by the Faculty of
Social Sciences.”

While SINAS initially had been a stand-alone re-
search center at UU, it was made a section of the
Department of English in 2003. At this point, the
survey course, as well as other courses in Amer-
ican studies, were incorporated into the course
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offerings at the Department of English, within
the newly formed Faculty of Languages.® Today,
SINAS, and UU, is the only place in Sweden for
the interdisciplinary study of North America.

Currently, UU offers American studies courses at
the BA and MA levels. The full term “American
Studies A” (first cycle entry-level) course of 30
ECTS’ is offered during fall terms and consists of
four modules: “Introduction to American His-
tory,” “Introduction to American Politics,” “Race
and Ethnicity in the United States,” and “Ameri-
can Media Cultures.” Two of these courses—on
history and politics—are offered as both on-
campus and online options. The full term “Amer-
ican Studies B” (first cycle continuation-level)
course of 30 ECTS runs during spring terms and
requires previous studies of 30 ECTS in the hu-
manities or social sciences. It can, in other
words, either be studied as a continuation of
“American Studies A" or as a free-standing
course. The B-level course—which, together
with the A-level course, can become a minor
field of study (“bidamne”) in a BA degree—con-
sists of the modules “Global American History,”
“Current Issues in American Politics,” “Heritage
and Memory in American Culture,” and “Current
Research in American Studies.” At the MA level
(second cycle), UU offers two 7.5 ECTS courses:
the advanced survey course “Understanding the
United States” and “Swedish-American Relations
in Historical and Contemporary Perspectives.”
SINAS has also developed a 7.5 ECTS online
course together with Augustana College in Rock
Island, lllinois, called “Collaborating on Crisis
Studies in Sweden and the United States: Prob-
lem Solving via Digital Technologies,” which
since 2022 has been offered during fall terms. All
of these courses were either revised or created
in 2022-23.

Some observations can be made about the na-
ture of the SINAS courses. First, the number of
courses has recently grown. For many years, stu-
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dents were only provided the eight modules ex-
isting within the previous versions of the A- and
B-level terms. Those older courses had an em-
phasis on history, politics, and mass media—
these three themes made up six out of eight
modules. There was also a literature module in
the B-level course for several years. Although at-
tention to media is reduced in the current ver-
sions of the courses, the focus on history and
politics has remained strong. To some degree,
this is a holdover from previous course designs.
It does, however, also reflect student demand.
The modules in history and politics, and espe-
cially the introductory A-level modules, attract a
steady number of students.

A third observation concerns the geographic fo-
cus of the courses. Even though SINAS is a center
for “North American studies” and the courses
are labeled in English as “American studies,” the
official Swedish name for these courses is USA-
kunskap, which literally translates to “knowledge
about the United States.” This is indeed the more
accurate description of the scope of the courses.
None of the courses deal with Canada or Mexico
or apply hemispheric perspectives on the study
of North America. Rather, the focus is very much
on historical and contemporary issues relating
specifically to the United States. While this is
clearly limiting, there are several explanations
for this. One is institutional and historical: SINAS
has always had a US focus, largely due to the ac-
ademic interest of previous staff. Another rea-
son is the expertise of its current staff, who have
worked specifically on the United States and on
American-Swedish relations. Lastly, there is an
outsize interest among media, the general pub-
lic, and students in the United States, and the
Department of English and SINAS staff have for
many years sought to lean into this interest.

There are a few challenges related to the current
course structure in American studies at UU and
we want to highlight three of them. First, it has



never been possible to obtain a bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, or doctoral degree in American studies in
Sweden. The lack of a degree option—especially
at the BA level—probably makes it difficult to re-
tain students across terms. Many students take
either a full term of American studies or individ-
ual 7.5 ECTS courses as part of other degree pro-
grams, in, for example, history, law, business, or
political science. The lack of a bachelor’s thesis
and a bachelor's degree in American studies
means that there is little incentive for ambitious
students to continue their studies within the
subject. Since student retention is a challenge, it
has been necessary to allow for students with-
out previous knowledge in American studies to
also enroll in the B-level course (and its individ-
ual 7.5 ECTS courses). While some students in,
for example, “Global American Politics” will have
studied the full term of “American Studies A"
other students will not have any previous
knowledge of US history or society. This creates
a challenge of progression. In essence, it is not
currently possible to ensure that students who
complete the B-level course have an equal un-
derstanding of the subject at hand. Without the
prospect of a degree in American studies, stu-
dent retention and knowledge progression will
remain a problem.®

The second challenge is one of staffing. SINAS
currently consists of two permanent teaching
staff members. This naturally creates a con-
straint since the existing expertise and research
focus will affect the content of the course offer-
ings. Finally, and related to the above, the third
challenge concerns the decentralized nature of
educational funding at UU. The decisions re-
garding which courses to offer are made by indi-
vidual departments. This means that the Depart-
ment of English at UU is the gatekeeper of Amer-
ican studies as a higher education subject in
Sweden. All course offerings are subject to the
head of the English department—who is respon-
sible for the educational budget and staffing—
and its department board—which decides on
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curriculum and course offerings. At the mo-
ment, each 7.5 ECTS module in American studies
is granted eight two-hour seminars. This makes
it practically impossible to include exhaustive
coverage of important themes and topics. Some
issues that would be beneficial to cover more ex-
tensively include environmentalism, poverty,
popular culture, and commercialism. Most sig-
nificantly, Native American history and Indige-
nous perspectives are currently devoted rather
little space in the A- and B-level courses. With
more seminars per course, or with more courses
offered as part of a coherent and degree-award-
ing package of courses, that problem could
more easily be rectified.

North America in Swedish Higher Education
We have chosen to do the broader mapping of
the field by looking at what first and second cycle
courses are available on North American cul-
ture, history, society, and politics at Swedish uni-
versities. Our discussion then examines these
options, looking at where these courses are of-
fered, at what level and with what progression,
what disciplines they are in, and what topics they
deal with.

In our search for courses, we took advantage of
the fact that Swedish university admissions is
mainly a centralized process, where applications
to all courses and degree programs at both first-
and second-cycle levels are submitted via the
website antagning.se. This site thus collects all
available courses and has a good search func-
tion. Our search was conducted on April 16,
2024, and included courses and degree pro-
grams that were currently, or had been, adver-
tised for the spring and fall term of 2024. The
search terms used were “USA” "“Amerika”
(“America”), and “Nordamerika” (“North Amer-
ica”). We also used “Kanada” (“Canada”), but this
term did not yield any hits. In addition to course
or degree program names, the search engine
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also uses keywords that each higher education
institute submits for their courses.

Two things should be noted about this method
of collecting material. First, if we had gone
through all courses and degree programs on of-
fer at Swedish HEls ourselves, we would likely
have identified a few courses that the search en-
gine has notincluded. Such an approach was not
practicable, however, nor do we have reason to
believe that differences would have been more
than marginal. Furthermore, a prospective stu-
dent would be unlikely to go beyond the results
of the search engine. Second, this method
means that shorter modules that are part of 30-
ECTS (one term) courses or degree programs
with a focus on American studies content that
are not offered as individual courses do not
show up in our material. One important exam-
ple of such modules is the components focusing
on American literature and culture in degree
programs for future teachers of English, as well
as in English degree courses generally. Modules
focusing wholly or partly on the US or North
America more broadly are, in our experience,
also likely to be found in disciplines such as his-
tory, media studies, and political science.

After an initial review of the search results, in
which duplicates and courses that did not have
a significant focus on the US or North America
were removed, we were left with a collection of
thirty-one individual search results. Only one of
these was a degree program, a two-year mas-
ter's program in English with a specialization in
American literature and culture, offered by the
Department of English at Uppsala University. In
addition to this program, the results thus in-
cluded thirty courses; thirteen of these were of-
fered by SINAS and have been discussed above.

Of the approximately fifty institutions of higher
education in Sweden, only seven appear in our
material: Gothenburg University (GU), Jonkoping
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University (JU), Karlstad University (KAU), Linko-
ping University (LiU), Malardalen University
(MdU), Sodertérn University (SH), and Uppsala
University (UU). Unsurprisingly, of these seven
universities, Uppsala University stands out; in
addition to the thirteen courses offered by SI-
NAS, an additional five courses and the only de-
gree program are found at UU. The other twelve
courses are divided as follows: GU and SH offer
three courses each, JU and KAU two each, and
LiU and MdU one each. The dominance of Upp-
sala University in our material is partly explained
by its being the home of SINAS, but also by the
fact that its Department of English is home to
the only chair in American literature in Sweden,
as well as a doctoral program with a specializa-
tion in American literature. It is worth noting that
many universities that are not found in our ma-
terial are large or midsize institutions where re-
search in a broadly defined American studies
field is indeed conducted. The most notable ab-
sence is perhaps Stockholm University (SU), es-
pecially since there are centers for both Latin
American studies and Canadian studies at SU.
Moreover, it is noteworthy that Linneaus Univer-
sity—which has a strong profile in research and
teaching on postcoloniality, indigeneity, and
global history—does not offer courses tagged
with any of our search terms.

Looking at the courses offered outside of SINAS
from the point of view of their level and whether
they are part of a progression, we find that Upp-
sala University's offerings likewise stand out.
The master’s program in English with a speciali-
zation in American literature and culture entails
progression within the two-year course of study.
However, the degree program builds on a bach-
elor's degree in English with a literature speciali-
zation, rather than requiring a bachelor in Amer-
ican literature (which does not exist as a degree
in Sweden) or allowing an American studies de-
gree to count towards eligibility. Nine courses of
the seventeen not offered by SINAS in our mate-
rial are offered at the advanced level. As with the



master’s degree program at UU, the eligibility re-
quirements for these nine courses are either a
bachelor's degree or specific courses in the sub-
ject within which the course is offered. In other
words, the progression is not in the form of
more in-depth knowledge of the United States
or North America as such. Rather, the area-spe-
cific content mainly appears to serve as case
studies for processes, concepts, or ideas central
to the discipline in question. The courses at first
cycle level rarely have eligibility requirements
other than general university eligibility, and
when they do, they specify courses within the
subject in question.

To find out which disciplines these courses are
offered in, we have looked at the subjects that
are specified for each course at the centralized
university admissions portal in Sweden, anta-
gning.se. These are mainly the same as the main
field of study, as stated in the official course doc-
uments, except for USA-kunskap (American
studies)—the official field of study for the
courses offered by SINAS—which are labeled
“English” and “civics” (“Samhallskunskap”) or
“English” and “history” (and in one case “civics”
and “languages”). This discrepancy reflects the
fact that American studies is not generally recog-
nized as a discipline in Sweden. Nine of the sev-
enteen courses in our material not offered by SI-
NAS are specified as courses in “English,” some-
times in combination with “literary studies” (“Lit-
teraturvetenskap”), highlighting the close con-
nection between the subject of English and the
study of American literature and culture in Swe-
den. All these courses are also offered with Eng-
lish language instruction. A tenth course, “Crea-
tive Writing for Teachers, with a Focus on the
US,” is unique in its material since it has the label
“English” in combination with “pedagogy” and
“educational sciences,” and it is given in the offi-
cial main field “curriculum studies” (“Didaktik”).
The course is on the teaching of creative writing,
includes a focus on creative writing in the US
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context, and is aimed at Swedish school teach-
ers. Of the remaining seven courses, three are
offered in “religious studies” and “theology,” two
in “history,” one in “intellectual history” (“Idé- och
lardomshistoria”), and the final one is labeled
“civics” (“Samhallskunskap”) and “political sci-
ence” (“Statsvetenskap”). If we look at subject la-
bels and universities in combination, we find
that courses offered in the English subject can
be found at four of the seven universities in our
material (UU, KAU, MdU, and SH), whereas
courses in religion are offered at three universi-
ties (GU, LiU, and JU), with one course each.
Courses in history are offered at GU and UU, and
the one course in political science is offered by
JU. The dominance of English is thus also re-
flected in the number of universities that offer
courses in the subject.

The dominance of courses in English, particu-
larly those with a literary focus—effectively be-
ing courses in American literature—is further
emphasized by the fact that the sole degree pro-
gram in our material is in English with a speciali-
zation in American literature and culture, of-
fered at the Department of English at UU. It is
worth noting that the information about the
master's program emphasizes that the Ameri-
can literature and culture specialization includes
courses on “literature, theory and contemporary
critical debates” that “include elements of Amer-
ican literature, allowing you to study this litera-
ture transnationally and comparatively.” A
transnational perspective is certainly motivated
by current dominant research trends. However,
nine of the eleven courses offered (not counting
the final master’s thesis) are identical to the ones
offered by the master’s program with a speciali-
zation in English literature at the same depart-
ment. Student numbers and economic concerns
surely play a role in such decisions, but this also
reflects an academic tradition in Sweden of see-
ing American literature as part of English-lan-
guage literature rather than as a component of
area studies.
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The dominance of the English subject is not un-
expected; however, it is somewhat surprising
that more disciplines were not represented in
our material. In particular, the absence of
courses in film studies and media studies is sur-
prising, given the importance of the US in these
subjects and the amount of research conducted
in these areas at Swedish universities. While de-
gree programs within these disciplines certainly
include modules on the US or North America, it
seems a shame that there are no courses on of-
fer for students interested in American film or
media, except for the one 7.5-credit course of-
fered by SINAS (which, however, carries the sub-
ject label “civics,” perhaps making it harder to
find for prospective students).

While we have not analyzed course syllabi, the
course names and course descriptions tell us
something about their foci. Courses in English
with a focus on American literature (nine) are
mainly at the second cycle level (six) and focus
on either a genre (autobiography in two cases),
a period (modernism or colonial and early re-
public, respectively), or the writings of a particu-
lar group (African American women writers). Of
the three courses offered with a focus on Amer-
ican literature at first cycle level, one is an over-
view course while the other two focus on multi-
ethnic literature and ecocriticism, respectively.
Of the seven courses in disciplines other than
English, only one is offered at the advanced
level. An interesting contrast is that while all
three courses in religious studies deal with reli-
gion and politics, the three courses in history/in-
tellectual history have different foci: “The US in
the World: From Colonial Periphery to Super-
power” and “The Road to the White House: Mod-
ern US Political History” at GU and “Diversity and
Democracy: The Philosophical Tradition of Cul-
tural Pluralism in the USA” at SH. The course in
political science at JU picks up two themes from
the other courses but adds class: “American Pol-
itics: Race, Class, Religion.” Even across disci-
plines we can thus identify certain recurring

53

themes in questions of social identity and diver-
sity (ethnicity, race, class, gender) and the roles
of and connections between religion and politics
in US society. With knowledge of ongoing re-
search in American studies in Sweden, it is also
possible to identify the research expertise of in-
dividual researchers in these courses.

Challenges and Possibilities

As has become clear from the discussion above,
how we understand American studies teaching
in Sweden depends on several factors, including
the boundaries of the subject area and the insti-
tutional nature of the research field. If American
studies teaching includes the development of in-
cremental knowledge about North America, the
materials and sources adopted in teaching—the
subject matter itself—become significant. This
kind of teaching about the United States is done
in several different disciplinary contexts in Swe-
den today. If American studies teaching is de-
fined by the development of coherent and com-
plex knowledge about North America, there are
relatively few courses in Sweden that aim to do
this today, most of which—unsurprisingly—are
offered by SINAS, yet even there the complexity
of knowledge is stymied by the challenge of en-
abling a clear progression. Another way of think-
ing about teaching in the field entails making
central the understanding of key concepts and
perspectives in international American studies
such as race, settler colonialism, Indigeneity,
slavery, imperialism, frontier, capitalism, and
freedom in the context of North America. These
concepts and their relevance to America are
clearly grappled with in courses across several
disciplines, both within and outside the Ameri-
can studies subject.

Alongside the teaching of key critical concepts, it
has been argued that American studies is de-
fined by its “capaciousness” and interdiscipli-



narity.'® While interdisciplinarity could be a rea-
sonable definition of what would constitute
American studies teaching in Sweden, that too
raises additional questions. Although several of
the courses offered at SINAS are interdiscipli-
nary in their structure and content—in terms of
problems addressed, sources studied, and
scholarship used—the lack of a bachelor’s thesis
course or a master's program with dedicated
theory and methods instruction means that in-
terdisciplinarity is not itself explicitly taught as
content matter. In addition, making interdiscipli-
narity a defining characteristic also raises the
question of which disciplines should be in-
cluded. Looking at the current situation in Swe-
den, the study of American literature and culture
is mainly located in English departments across
Sweden, whereas the study of its history, poli-
tics, and media cultures is the main focus of the
courses offered at SINAS. From an international
perspective, where a cultural studies approach
that draws heavily on literary studies is an im-
portant component of American studies, this di-
vision emphasizes that even the more interdisci-
plinary approaches of SINAS are shaped by its
institutional context.

American studies teaching in Sweden, then, is
perhaps best described as archipelagic, consist-
ing of a number of differently sized islands that
together constitute the territory. Since teaching
and research are closely related, it is important
to acknowledge the nature of the American
studies research field in Sweden. This field in-
volves a relatively limited number of scholars
who are scattered across universities, depart-
ments, and disciplines, many of whom are en-
gaged in the Swedish Association for American
Studies (SAAS). Despite the massive interest in
the United States in Sweden, the academic study
of North America is limited, and American stud-
ies is not widely recognized as a research field—
either within or outside academia. Scholars re-
searching North American topics mainly influ-
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ence teaching locally at their home depart-
ments, in subjects such as English, political sci-
ence, or religion. They do not have institutional
capacity or support to build more complex
American studies training, but they have an
American studies research competency that
they can bring to their teaching.

The situation as we have described it has appar-
ent problems. Even though coherent American
studies education exists at UU, the prospect of
fostering complex knowledge about North
America is limited by the lack of a subject de-
gree. While itis a strength that individuals at var-
ious departments and within various fields can
contribute to teaching about North America in
Sweden, this means that knowledge about
North America is largely taught in isolated, small
pieces. Thus, the archipelagic nature of Ameri-
can studies teaching as it currently works does
not support a sustainably interdisciplinary ap-
proach. In addition, since American studies
teaching is carried out by a small number of in-
dividuals and only exists as a dedicated subject
at a single institution in Sweden, it is worryingly
vulnerable.

The archipelagic character of American studies
research and teaching in Sweden will likely re-
main in the foreseeable future, but we remain
hopeful for some incremental but important
changes that could have a significant impact. In
fact, its archipelagic nature can become a
strength given the right approach. First, we need
to foster an awareness that American studies is
a teaching subject in Sweden, grounded in a vi-
brant and international research field. In other
words, we need to make visible and tangible the
existence of the archipelago and supporting an
understanding of the individual institutions not
as separate islands, but as linked. Second, it
would be greatly beneficial for the subject na-
tionally if American studies becomes a degree-
awarding subject at UU. Such a change would el-
evate the status of the subject in Sweden and
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create better conditions for student retention
and knowledge progression. In terms of our ex-
tended metaphor, we think of this as establish-
ing a main island—a hub that gathers competen-
cies and drives development but also provides
support to smaller islands. This vision should
not be understood as establishing a neo-colo-
nial-style cosmopolitan center. Instead, the
teaching landscape would be characterized by
exchanges in multiple directions and a recogni-
tion of the interdependence of all its actors. It
necessitates increasing communication and col-
laboration between teachers across subjects
and disciplines, as well as within American stud-
ies at SINAS, to enable more sustained ex-
changes of ideas, knowledge, and experiences.
Put differently, we need to establish regular
ferry links and bridges between our islands. This
is the work not only of individuals, but also of in-
stitutions.

55



Notes

1. “Uppsala universitet. Engelska. Lokala
studieplaner ht 1974.,” F1.2: Studieplaner och
litteraturlistor 1957-1976, Engelska institutionen (Ei),
Uppsala University Archives (UUA).

2. “Uppsala universitet. Engelska. Lokala
studieplaner ht 1974.,” F1.2: Studieplaner och
litteraturlistor 1957-1976, in Ei, UUA.

3. F1.1: Studieplaner och litteraturlistor 1965-
1977; F1.2: Studieplaner och litteraturlistor 1957-
1976; F1.3: Studieplaner och litteraturlistor 1977-
1980; F1.4: Studieplaner 1981-1989; and F1.5:
Studieplaner och litteraturlistor 1990-1995, in Ei,
UUA.

4. "Kursplan Baskurs i Nordamerikakunskap, 20
podng, Lasdret 1996/97," F1:
Undervisningsdokumentation 1986-1996 Arkivlistor,
UPPDOK, Svenska institutet for nordamerikastudier
(SINAS), UUA.

5. “Remissvar ang. Forslag till ny baskurs i
Nordamerikakunskap - SINAS,” December 5, 1995,
F1: Undervisningsdokumentation 1986-1996
Arkivlistor, UPPDOK, in SINAS, UUA and “Uppsala
universitet, Sprakvetenskaliga sektionsnamnden.
Utdrag Protokoll,” December 14, 1995, F1:
Undervisningsdokumentation 1986-1996 Arkivlistor,
UPPDOK, in SINAS, UUA.

6. F1.7: Kurs-/Utbildnings-planer 1996-2004; and
F1.11: Kurs-/Utbildnings-planer. Praktisk engelska,
USA-kunskap, facksprakliga kurser, keltiska kurser
2005-2016, in Ei, UUA.

7. ECTS stands for European Credit Transfer Sys-
tem. All courses at Swedish universities comprise a
specified number of ECTS credits, where one-week
full time study equals 1.5 credits and one term
equals 30 credits. A BA degree is thus 180 ECTS
credits.

8. Hjorthén, “Curriculum Development,” 76-87.

9. “Master’s Programme in English.”

10. Sze, “Introduction: Engaging Contradictions,”
341-45; Cohen and Wang, “Teaching the Introduc-
tion,” 347-54.

American Studies in Scandinavia
56: 2, December 2024

Works Cited

Cohen, Michael Mark, and Grace Wang. “Teach-
ing the Introduction to American Studies
Course: A Dialogue.” American Quarterly 68,
no. 2 (2016): 347-54.
https://doi.org/10.1353/aq.2016.0036.

Hjorthén, Adam. “Curriculum Development in
American Studies: Interdisciplinarity, Stu-
dent Progression, and the Swedish-Ameri-
can Paradox.” Hogre Utbildning 11, no. 3
(2021): 76-87.
https://doi.org/10.23865/hu.v11.2943.

Sze, Julie. “Introduction: Engaging Contradic-
tions: Teaching and Pedagogy in American
Studies.” American Quarterly 68, no. 2 (2016):
341-45.
https://doi.org/10.1353/aq.2016.0031.

“Master’s Programme in English—American Lit-
erature and Culture.” Uppsala University. Ac-
cessed August 5, 2024.
https://www.uu.se/en/study/pro-
gramme/masters-programme-english-amer-
ican-literature-and-culture.

56


https://doi.org/10.1353/aq.2016.0036
https://doi.org/10.23865/hu.v11.2943
https://doi.org/10.1353/aq.2016.0031
https://www.uu.se/en/study/programme/masters-programme-english-american-literature-and-culture
https://www.uu.se/en/study/programme/masters-programme-english-american-literature-and-culture
https://www.uu.se/en/study/programme/masters-programme-english-american-literature-and-culture

